
STOP 



Early Journal Content on JSTOR, Free to Anyone in the World 

This article is one of nearly 500,000 scholarly works digitized and made freely available to everyone in 
the world byJSTOR. 

Known as the Early Journal Content, this set of works include research articles, news, letters, and other 
writings published in more than 200 of the oldest leading academic journals. The works date from the 
mid-seventeenth to the early twentieth centuries. 

We encourage people to read and share the Early Journal Content openly and to tell others that this 
resource exists. People may post this content online or redistribute in any way for non-commercial 
purposes. 

Read more about Early Journal Content at http://about.istor.org/participate-istor/individuals/early- 
journal-content . 



JSTOR is a digital library of academic journals, books, and primary source objects. JSTOR helps people 
discover, use, and build upon a wide range of content through a powerful research and teaching 
platform, and preserves this content for future generations. JSTOR is part of ITHAKA, a not-for-profit 
organization that also includes Ithaka S+R and Portico. For more information about JSTOR, please 
contact support@jstor.org. 



74 THE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL JOURNAL [September 

The health of school children. — ^The experiences of the war have stimulated 
a wide interest in the physical well-being of the school child, and, as a result 
of this interest, the literature relating to this subject has been greatly increased. 
A book' which comes from an English writer, Dr. Joseph Gates, has for its 
purpose the emphasis of the importance of healthful environment for the 
welfare of the child. 

The book discusses in brief and non-technical form the principal causes 
of physical deficiency and the methods of removing them. It also contains 
chapters dealing with crippled and mentally abnormal children. Following 
the discussion of the child it takes up the school environment and describes 
standard equipment both for regular school buildings and for special schools 
and school camps. A chapter entitled the "School Annexe" gives an inter- 
esting discussion of needed facilities for play and recreation as well as the 
equipment for the canteen, the school bath, and the clinic. The book furnishes 
a brief general survey of the problems relating to the physical welfare of the 
school child. 

Dictionary of synonyms. — One of the needs of every school library and, in 
fact, of every classroom is a complete, authentic, and modern dictionary of 
synonyms and antonyms. The developments and changes in the Enghsh 
language require a revision or an entirely new treatment of this subject from 
time to time. Teachers of English and school workers in general will therefore 
welcome a new volume" of this kind by F. Sturges Allen, the general editor of 
Webster's New International Dictionary. 

The author has constructed a complete and original dictionary of 
synonyms, laying emphasis upon words of literary and technical value, but 
omitting phrases which would swell the book to undue size. His method of 
preparing the, manuscript was to make a detailed analysis of the i S,ooo pages 
of the Oxford English Dictionary, collecting approximately 300,000 memoranda 
of words. These memoranda, which form the basis of the work, have been 
collated and organized in a very effective manner. The method of cross- 
references used, the fullness of references to antonyms, the parenthetical 
comments which accompany thousands of words, as well as the elaborate care 
which has been exercised throughout have combined to produce a most excel- 
lent dictionary. The book will be of lasting value and should find a place 
in every school hbrary. 

New series of spelling textbooks. — During the last decade the application 
of scientific analysis to the course of study in spelling has produced a marked 
change in the character of spelUng textbooks. The content of the later books 

' Joseph Gates, The Welfare of the School Child. New York: Funk & Wagnalls 
Co., 1920. Pp. xi-)-i54. 

' F. Sturges Allen, Allen's Synonyms and Antonyms. New York: Harper & 
Brothers, igao. Pp. rv-l-482. $3.00. 
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difiFers from that of the older spellers in that their words have been selected 
on the basis of known difficulty and known amount of use, rather than upon 
the basis of the personal judgment of the author. A new series', which fur- 
nishes an excellent example of such application of scientific method, has recently 
been prepared by Professors Starch and Mirick. 

The series contains three books; the first for Grades II to IV, the second 
for Grades V and VI, and the third for Grades VII and VIII. As the title 
of the series indicates, the fundamental method emphasized is to "test and 
study" and then test again. The first book contains a large number of 
dictation sentences, by which the pupils learn the spelhng of the words in a 
natural setting. In the second book a series of lessons in dictionary study is 
introduced, as is abo a group of lessons dealing with word study. This same 
plan is carried out in greater detail in the third book. The teacher mayj 
therefore, with the last two books, follow one of three possible selections of 
material. She may give a minimum course which will omit both dictionary 
studies and the supplementary word sections, or she may give a middle course 
which will include the spelling exercises and the dictionary study, or she may 
give a maximum course which wUl include spelling, dictionary study, and word 
exercises. 

The vocabulary for the spelling study was carefully selected upon the 
basis of a number of well known spelling investigations. 

The final list of some 3,800 words, brought together in this book, represents, 
therefore, the selection of the most common words in the English language, and is 
based on the six extensive and basic vocabulary tabulations made up to the present 
time. These six tabulations represent substantially all phases of writing, namely, 
journalistic (Eldridge), business correspondence (Ayres), juvenile (Jones), personal 
correspondence (Cook), literary (Starch), and varied correspondence (Anderson). 
These investigations represent an analysis of a total of some 690,000 running words 
besides the 15,000,000 running words tabulated by Jones [Third Book, p. vii]. 

The methods of study recommended and the general directions to teachers 
are based upon the results of careful studies in educational psychology. The 
books are well organized and furnish a valuable addition to the small list of 
scientifically constructed spelhng texts. 



The Bible as material for an elective English course. — ^Although it is generally 
conceded that the Bible has a content which is suitable for an English course, 
it is the exception to find a course which includes such material. An interest- 
ing experiment in organizing an elective English course based entirely upon 
the content of the New Testament has been carried on for several years in a 

' Daniel Starch and George A. Mirick, The Test and Study Speller. First 
Book, pp. xx-l-90; Second Book, pp. xvi-t-63; Third Book, pp. xvi-l-64. Boston: 
Silver, Burdett & Co., 1921. 



